
 DIOCESE OF MADISON 
 OFFICE OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
  
 702 S. High Point Road, Suite 225 608/821-3180  
 Madison, Wisconsin  53719 FAX 608/440-2812 
   schools@madisondiocese.org 
    
 
 
April 2, 2020 
 
VIA E-MAIL 

“Do not fear: I am with you; do not be anxious: I am your God.”   Isaiah 41:10 

 
Dear Catholic School Parents and Guardians, Educators, Students and Supporters, 
 
We live in historic times.  Now is the defining moment of a generation.  I recall my Grandparents’ 
stories of life during the Great Depression, and World War II.  They faced then, as we face now, 
times of great challenge.  What matters most in these difficult times, is not the nature or severity of 
the challenge, but the nature and conviction of our response.  We respond in faith and prayer, using 
all the intellectual, physical and spiritual gifts God has given us.  It is through faith and prayer that 
we find the strength, the patience, the endurance, the hope to move forward each day.   It is through 
prayer, grounded in faith, hope and love, that we entrust our schools, our communities and 
ourselves entirely to God who loves us, and who is love (1 John 4:8). 
 
There is no doubt that the COVID-19 crisis has challenged us in fundamental ways as schools have 
been closed, moving teaching and learning into the home.  Our school communities have risen 
heroically to meet the many challenges of this crisis.  The response was swift, plans were thorough, 
and learning is continuing.  We could not be more proud of how our schools responded.   
 
This would not have been possible without parents’ work to adapt to significant changes at home.  
As a parent of an elementary student myself, I know how difficult this situation is for every member 
of our Catholic school family.  Parenting and family life are not easy.  Now it has been complicated 
by challenges of unemployment, working from home or working long hours in essential businesses.  
It is with great admiration that Bishop Hying and I thank each of you for the sacrifices you have 
made and the work that you have done and will do to meet the ongoing challenges we shall face.  
 
Though Governor Evers’ “Safer-at-Home” order currently extends only through April 26th, our 
schools are preparing to complete the academic year through distance learning, should that be 
necessary.  Students will continue to complete assignments and learn.  Teachers will continue to 
deliver curriculum and assess student learning.  All distance learning will count as regular instruction 
so that the school year may proceed and end as scheduled. 
 
Unable to gather as we once did, our Catholic school staff will continue to innovate, explore and 
learn how best to engage children with fidelity to our academic standards, while keeping our faith 
central to all that we do and all that we are.  We know that this journey into unfamiliar territory will 
hold new and unanticipated challenges.  As we encounter these, we are committed to find solutions 
and new ways to support both students and parents. Though we must remain separated by social 



distance, we keep our eyes fixed on Christ and remain united in Him, sharing the conviction of our 
Blessed Mother that “Nothing shall be impossible for God” (Luke 1:37). 
 
To our teachers, principals and school staff, I cannot begin to express my admiration and 
appreciation for all that you have done and will continue to do.  You care for spouses, children, and 
aging parents, all while trying to protect yourselves and those close to you who are the most 
vulnerable.  Many of you have young children at home and face the daunting task of working at 
home to provide high quality instruction to your students, while at the same time facilitating the 
learning, schedules, workspace, and interactions of your own children.  All of this is on top of the 
regular household duties.  What a tremendous example you are! 
 
If someone had told me in September that our schools would close this spring because of a global 
pandemic, I likely would have dismissed it without much thought.  It is truly remarkable how fast 
life can change and how every aspect of it can be so quickly disrupted.  This is a reminder that in the 
end, God is in control.  We cannot control the virus, the weather, geopolitical events or the 
economy.  The only thing we can control is our response.  The rest is in God’s hands.   
 
As you continue to respond to the challenges of this pandemic, may your hope and strength be 
always in the Lord.  When you find yourself tired, weak and uncertain, may God’s grace pour over 
you that you may experience its perfecting power in your weakness, “for when I am weak, then I am 
strong” (2 Cor 12: 9-10). 

Through our continued prayers may the Lord strengthen us that in these trying times we may 
respond to the challenges of each day as Jesus responded, with great love.  For love,  

“…bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.   Love never fails” (1 Cor 13: 7-8). 

 
 
 
Most Gratefully Yours in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Michael J. Lancaster Ed.S. 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools 
Diocese of Madison 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: The Most Reverend Donald Hying, Bishop of Madison 
 The Very Reverend James Bartylla, Vicar General 
 Pastors of Parishes with Catholic Schools 


